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528 Paddford, BasiPs Address to Young Men [Vol. V 



NOTE ON BASIL'S ADDRESS TO YOUNG MEN. 

IN Basil the Great's Address to Young Men on the Right Use 
of Greek Literature IX, occurs the following passage : 
To yap rrjv iraaav <r-irov8r)v eicr(f)epe<r$ai oir(o<s o>? /caWwra 
ainS) to cra/ia e£ot, ov Stayivao-Kovrd 1 ; icrriv iavrdv, ovb~e 
<rvvi4vT0<i tov o-ocpov irapayye\/j,aTO<;, on oil to opdypevo'v i&Tiv 
o avdpcoTros (' Indeed, to be very zealous in making the body- 
appear very beautiful is not the mark of a man who knows 
himself, or who feels the force of the wise maxim : " Not that 
which is seen is the man " '). 

In a recent translation of this essay (Essays on the Study and 
Use of Poetry, Yale Studies in English XV.), I suggested that 
the above maxim may have been borrowed from Ps.-Plato, 
Aooiochus 365 : tt)<? avy/cpicreco? airat; b'laXvdeio-q'i xal rrji 
ifrw)(rj<; e? tov oIksiov ISpvffeicnji tottov to v-7ro\ei<f>6ev crcop.a, 
7e<w6e? ov ical akoyov, oi/c eo-Tiv 6 avOpmirof (' When once the 
union is dissolved and the soul is established in its own place of 
abode, the body which remains behind is earthy and without 
reason, and is not the man. For we are soul, a thing of life 
and immortal, shut up in a mortal prison '). 

Since publishing the translation I have found the same 
thought expressed in the Alcibiades I. Socrates is discussing 
the relation of a man to his soul and to his body, and he so 
guides the conversation that he leads Alcibiades to acknowledge 
that a man is not the same as his own body : 

Soc. "T&Tepov apa avOptoirfc eo-Ti tov o~<i>ptaTO<; tov eavrov ; 

Al. "Eowev, 

As the ancients themselves regarded the Axiochus as spuri- 
ous, and as both in theme and in literary character the Alci- 
biades .was designed to appeal to Basil, it seems likely that if 
he had either of the above passages in mind, it was the passage 
from the Alcibiades. 
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